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How many morphemes? mis – spell – ed (3)

How many syllables? mis – spelled (2)

How many graphemes? m-i-ss-p-e-ll-ed (7)

How many phonemes? /m/ /i/ /s/ /p/ /e/ /l/ /d/ (7)

Why two s’s? prefix + base word

Why two l’s? The “floss” pattern: Anglo-Saxon monosyllables ending in /f/, /s/, /l/.
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/ō/  /v / /er/ /v /  /ă/  /l/  /y//ū/ 

o v     er v     a     l      ue

© 2024 95 Per cent  G r oup LLC.  All r ight s r eser ved.

• About 50% of the most common 20,000 
words in English can be spelled correctly 
with knowledge of phoneme-grapheme 
correspondences and the positions in which 
they are used

• Another 34% can be spelled with one error, 
usually on the vowel

• Another 10% can be spelled correctly if we 
consider word origin and word meaning in 
explaining the spelling

(Hanna, Hanna, Hodges & Rudorf, 1966)
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Graphemes can be one, two, three, or four letters in 
English!

1 letter:    a’ as in strap

2 letters: ‘ng’ as in ring

3 letters: ‘tch’ as in ditch

4 letters:  ‘ough’as in through
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• Graphemes can do different jobs in the spelling 
system (chameleon graphemes)

• Examples: c = /s/, /k/       n = /n/, /ng/      g = /j/, /g/

• The position of a sound in the word often governs how it is 
spelled

• Example: /j/ after a short vowel is spelled with –dge; if /j/ is preceded by a 
consonant or a long vowel, it will be spelled –ge (plunge, huge, bulge)
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__ot __oose

__ut __ust

__olf __inger

__ust __y m

__ist __udge

__ungle __entle
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Letters that follow soft g:
e, i, y

Letters that follow hard g:       
a, o, u

“J” used before a, o, u
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Exceptions like gift, 
get, and give can be 
blamed on the 
inf luence of the 
Vikings who invaded 
Britain in the 800’s…
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Sound-Symbol

(Phoneme-Grapheme)
Syllable Patterns Morpheme Structure

Anglo-Saxon

Consonants

single, digraphs, trigraphs, 

blends

Vowels

short, long; VCe, vowel team; 

vowel-r patterns

closed

open

VCe

vowel-r

vowel team

consonant –le

(oddities)

compounds

inflections

base words

suffixes

high frequency words

Latin

prefixes

roots

suffixes

Greek

ph for /f/ (graph)

ch for /k/ (chorus)

y for /i/ (gym)

Combining forms

plurals
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1. Closed
pet, sack, dodge

2. VCe
slide, scare, cute

3. Open
ri-pen, ba-by

4. Vowel Team

teeth, paid, high

5. Vowel-r

f ar, urge, stir, order,

6. Consonant-le

ap-ple, a-ble

© 2024 95 Per cent  G r oup LLC.  All r ight s r eser ved.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

23

E L F

© 2024 95 Per cent  G r oup LLC.  All r ight s r eser ved.

•

•

•

•

24



4/23/2024

9

© 2024 95 Per cent  G r oup LLC.  All r ight s r eser ved.

1) Find the one-one-one words:

cob cost fist fit steep

sit sift strap hoot     pot

clamp   clam   claim prod  pond

2) Find the suffixes that 
start with vowels:

ing ness er f ul est

less ed ly y ish
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• wag + ed ______________

• f ret + ing ______________

• spend + er ____________

• skid + ing _____________

• wait + er ______________

• drip + less ____________

• smash + ed ___________
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yū

cute
few

universe

feud
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Vowel teams ue and ew at the ends of words can spell both 

simple /ū/ and glided /y//ū/. 
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