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A typical lesson progression:

• Explain the spelling concept

• Practice phoneme awareness

• Study the spelling pattern: Word completion, word sort, word build, word 

analysis, phoneme-grapheme matching

• Read lists of pattern-based words (repeated for fluency)

• Analyze the morphological structure of words

• Write words and sentences to dictation

• Compose or complete sentences using a sentence frame
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Anglo-Saxon Latin Greek

see, eye visualize, perceive ophthalmology

small minute microscopic

illness affliction pathology

book literary, library bibliography

top elevated, superior acme, epitome

water aquatic, aquafer hydro, hydrate

earth terrestrial geology, cosmos

hear, ear audio, aural phonetics, phone
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re geo earth tract bio port

graphic quake ex worm able logy

Old English Latin Greek

earthquake, earthworm
retract, extract, portable, 
export, exportable, report

biology, geographic, 
geology
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Sound-Symbol Syllable 

Patterns

Morpheme 

Structure

Anglo-

Saxon

Consonants

single, digraphs, 
trigraphs, blends

Vowels

short, long; VCe, vowel 
team; vowel-r patterns

closed

open

vce

vowel-r

vowel team

consonant –le

(oddities)

compounds

inflections

base words

prefixes/suffixes

high frequency 
wds.

Latin prefixes

roots

suffixes

Greek ph for /f/ (graph)

ch for /k/ (chorus)

y for /i/ (gym)

Combining 
forms

plurals
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• das Kopfkino (cinema in your head) = thoughts in daydreams

• der Handschuh (hand shoe) = glove

• der innere Schweinehund (pig dog) = weakness of will power
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Compound Word
Last word names the 

item or concept

Last word does not 

name the item or 

concept

crack/pot crackpot

Foot/hold foothold

cup/cake cupcake

second/hand secondhand

hand/out handout

slip/knot slipknot

slow/poke slowpoke
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Word
Break where you hear the 

syllable break in speech.

Break based on meaning 

with the base word kept 

together.

roundup roun - dup round - up

v oucher vou - cher vouch - er

counter coun - ter count - er

housing hou - sing hous - ing

roughly rou - phly rough - ly
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A-S Prefix Example Word Latin Prefix Example Word

fore foretell ante antedate

un unwrap in insane, invalid

with withstand com commit

over overtake super superhuman

under understand sub subtract, subject

out outdo ex, e exceed, eject

to together, 
tomorrow

ad advice, adhere
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T =Time                    S=Space                R=Relationship

ov erhead S overripe T oversee R

undergrowth S undervalue R undercook T

bypass S by-product R bygones T

onboard S / R onset T ongoing T
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• F orming antonyms:  

immaterial, nonexistent, disagree

• Intensify word meaning: 

confirm, distort, understand
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Base Words Roots

rust rupt

spend spect

jest gest

cast ject

land tain

giv e gress
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Prefix + Ject Meaning?

re reject To throw back or again

pro project To throw forward

in inject To throw into

inter interject To throw between

ob object To throw against
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Old English Prefixes Latin Prefixes

be- for(e)- in- over      under- un-
mis- out- with- re- up- after- back-
by-

ad (as, ac, at), com (con, col), di, de, dis (dif), 
ex (e, ef), in (im), pre, per,  pro, re, sub (suc)

forecast, overcast, underpass, bypass, 
foresight, insight, behold, withhold, upset, 

outset, backtrack…

convert, except, attract, distract, extract, 
collect, access, excess, incite, recite…
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An assimilated prefix, also called a chameleon prefix, changes its form to match the 
root to which it is attached. Assimilated means “to make something similar to 
something else.” When prefixes are changed to match the root, a doubled letter often 
results.  In- can also be im, ir or il.

i_l_lusion i_r_rigate i_l_logical

i_m_possible i_m_maculate i_n_accessible

i_r_resistible i_l_legible i_r_regular

i_m_balance i_n_herit i_l_licit

i_r_ritate i_r_reparable i_r_reversible
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Meaning in- im- ir- il-

not 
inaudible

incomplete

immobile

impolite

imbalance

irrational

irregular

illiterate

illegible 

into / 

toward

indebt 

inflame

implant

impress

irradiate illuminate 
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in-

sub-

aud -(i)o, -ible, -it, -ion,  

-ory , -(i)ence

audience, audible, 

inaudible, auditory, 

audit, audio, 
subaudible

auto

Combining Forms

autopilot, automobile, 

autoimmune, autograph, 
autofocus

pilot

mobile
immune
graph
f ocus
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se_g_ment ma_j_ority ima_ g_ine en_ g _a_ g _ed
mar_ g _in dialo_ g _ue ad_ j _ust re_ g _ional
re_ j_oice tan_ g _ent ori_ g _inal dili_ g _ent
ma_ g_nitude mi_ g_ration strate_ g_ic dis_j_unct
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Combined Word Combined Word

cagy + ness caginess manage + ment management

fog + y + er foggier stop + age + plural stoppages 

energy + plural energies salvage + ing salvaging

grunge + y + est grungiest outrage + ous + ly outrageously

grunge + y + ness grunginess courage + ous + ness courageousness
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Book A Book B Book C Book D

shell chugged drowsier luggage 

thing quenched ounces adjustable

chomp glitches dawdle geological 

slack forbidden speckled gradually 

clunk furrier audible certificate 

broke thwarted quotable circumference 

quite cellular particles conceptual 

plunge equator vertical publicity 

dredge chatter scariest severely 

trapped edgewise narrator atmosphere 
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95pg.info/spellography-od
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95pg.info/spellography-store
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